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HIFI EXCLUSIVE COMPLETE SYSTEM

SOUND
WITH
STYLE
High-end company Burmester is launching „Phase 3” –
probably the world’s best, most modern, and most beautiful
complete system for upmarket living spaces.
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HIFI EXCLUSIVE COMPLETE SYSTEM
 The 17cm mid/bass driver of the
B15 uses a glass-fibre membrane
with an aerodynamic shape for
powerful drive and low distortion.

The tweeter uses the highly
dynamic air motion transducer
folded ribbon. 

 For a two-way speaker, the
crossover design is quite complex.

H

ardly any other exhibit at the
High-end 2015 created as much
of a stir as “Phase 3” – a project the
late Dieter Burmester initiated and developed personally as his solution for the
‘third age; of the audio industry. Inspired
by the Berlin company’s extremely successful partnership with Mercedes-Benz
and Porsche, as well as innovations in
the field of network technology, the team
wanted to create an all-in-one concept to
meet the most stringent demands of operability and sound quality.
The “Phase 3” is a self-contained “retro”
sound system, of the kind one might
imagine (or only wish for) in a luxury
loft or designer office. And the name?
Well, in an interview given before his
death at just 69 last year, Dieter Burmester explained that “Phase 1” of audio
was all about sound, while “Phase 2”

saw the growing introduction of computer-based networking, and the convenience that brings. “Phase 3” was his
vision of bringing those elements together
while adding “lifestyle’ acceptability, making high-end hi-fi discerning consumers
would actually want to showcase in their
homes, offices or wherever.
At the heart of this posthumous culmination of his dream is the Burmester
161: it’s based on the refined technology
of the company’s 151 music server, here
supplemented with high-performance
amps already proven in the Burmester
101 power amp to form a powerful
receiver. These power amps are modular
Class D amps but, since Dieter Burmester
was never satisfied with the sound of any
finished product, the module was developed in-house in Berlin, and supposedly
can compete with a very good Class AB
amp in every aspect of performance. We
will see…

Adequate speakers

The newly-developed Burmester B15 compact speaker used here is an easy-going,
room-friendly design, based on the B10
monitor: however, outstanding though
 The size of the bass reflex opening is generous
to prevent port noise, even at higher volumes.
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the B10 was, for this model the design was
substantially upgraded with an expanded
cabinet for a deeper and even more powerful bass. The JET tweeter is also new for
this model, using the especially dynamic,
high-resolution air-motion-transformer
principle.
The complete kit, selling for € 29,800, is
designed so the buyer can just unpack the
substantial boxes in which it arrives, connect it up and have music playing – minimal fuss, and instant gratification! For
that reason, as well as the 161 receiver and
B15 speakers the package also includes
stands – for both speakers and electronics
– along with a remote control and Burmester’s extremely high-quality speaker
cables.
The remote manages all basic functions, but we do recommend using the
Burmester MC-App and an Apple iPad
to exploit the extensive network functions. The original product idea had an
iPad included with the system but – as
the company realised many customers
would already have an iPad ¬– it’s now
an option: take it up, and the tablet will
arrive preconfigured and ready for use.
Two finishes are available for Phase 3,
both equally breathtaking: there’s a grey/
shale “Loft Style” version, and the “Retro
Style” one received for review, in its exquisite chrome finish with red detailing to the
sides and rears of the cabinets. The style is
enhanced by the stands, which are made
from curved steel pipe in a tasteful and
functional manner: they’re both very sturdy
and tilt the system components backwards
for easier operation (and to maximize the

HIFI EXCLUSIVE COMPLETE SYSTEM
sound from the speakers). The tubular
chromed steel is replaced with more industrial-looking, ‘slabby’ metal should you go
for the ‘Loft Style’ version, giving the system
an almost ‘reclaimed’ look.
Sooner or later every observer will spot
the second ‘box’ below the 161 and say
‘Wait – I thought you said all the electronics were in one box?’: under the darkened flap of the lower housing is an empty
cubby, another clever idea from the Burmester engineers or designers (depending
on who had the final word here).
After all, even discerning users of such
a system may well have a lowly satellite
receiver, cable box or Blu-ray player for
their TV, the sound from which they
want to play through the audio set-up,
but which would ruin the aesthetic of the
Phase 3 design – after all, such boxes are
never what one could call pretty. Here’s
the solution: you hide the ugly box behind
that flap, which is transparent to remote
control signals, and you can integrate it
without detracting from the designer look.
Clever thinking: our hats are off!
The lid of the Burmester 161 enclosure overhangs at the back (presumably
to conceal the connections), which does
interfere with the pivot range of the two
Wi-Fi antennas: however, this is nitpicking, as it does little to detract from the
overall impression of such a perfect music
machine. By the way, two Wi-Fi antennas
ensure greater reception stability, and we
(like Burmester) also recommend installing them even if you prefer hard-wired
networks, because they will make it a lot
easier to communicate with the iPad.
The Phase 3 only requires a single power
outlet, and all you have to do is screw
in those two stub antennae, connect the
speakers and turn it on. The system starts
up within a few minutes,
thanks to operating software
again developed in-house
by Burmester: this no ordinary computer dressed in
designer clothes, but has been
sound-optimized down to the
smallest detail, and then partnered with uncompromising
electronics.

 The internal layout is well-organised, even
though the 161 is packed to the hilt. You can see
the mass storage in the foreground.

Once the Phase 3 has been installed,
you can immediately start ripping your
music collection: the robust slot-loading
drive performs this function and also
doubles as a high-quality CD player.
Music can be written to the hard drive
as a quick rip, but also in real time – as
FLAC files with the highest level of accuracy and error correction, such that it’s
even possible to rip scratched CDs. The
sound quality in the fast mode should
more than satisfy even demanding listeners, but audiophile CDs copied in

‘Best’ mode are something special, even
if ripping a complete CD collection takes
time.
Phase 3 uses both an external NAS
and internal storage, containing a SSD
hard drive for the operating system and
two identical 2 TB drives for the music
archive, using RAID to mirror one drive
to the other against drive failure. A huge
proprietary database retrieves metadata,
covers, etc., and downloads all this from
the network, using it to make the iPad
browsing/operation experience simple
The clever additional cubby below the main unit
can be used to hide other devices, like a Blu-ray
player or satellite/cable receiver. 

The remote control is exemplary,
being of high quality and a pleasure to hold, but you should use an
iPad for the network functions. 
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BURMESTER B15

BURMESTER PHASE 3

Not available separately,
included in the system price.
Dimensions: 26x53x29 cm
(WxHxD), height-adjustable,
individual colors possible
Warranty: 5 years
The class of Burmester‘s B15 is apparent at
a glance. In fact, it offers high resolution, the
authority of a small floorstanding speaker
and, most important, pure musicality.
MEASUREMENT RESULTS

From around € 29,800
Complete system consisting of Burmester receiver
161, Burmester B15, LS
cables, additional compartment, and stands
Warranty: 3 years
Burmester‘s 161 plays and rips your CD
collection, is a music server, network player,
DAC, radio, and amp all in one – and makes
music like it’s from another world. Absolute
top class or, to put it briefly, perfect.
MEASUREMENT RESULTS

Nominal impedance 

4Ω

Minimum impedance
4.4 Ω at 60 Hz
Maximum impedance 
12.5 Ω at 2000 Hz
Nominal sound pressure (2.83 V/1m) 
89 dB SPL
Power for 94 dB (1m) 
5.5 W
Lower cutoff frequency (-3 dB) 
45 Hz
Distortion at 63 / 3k / 10k Hz
0.3 | 0.1 | 0.1 %
LAB COMMENTS

The frequency response of the Burmester
Phase 3 B15 ¬ – only available in a set with
the 161 receiver, and best described as a
large compact speaker – is mainly balanced
and has no eye-catching features. The bass
extends down to about 45 Hz; the impedance
curve is benign and will pose no problems
for any amp; there’s very little distortion,
and the timing (impulse response), which
also impacts the sound, is excellent. The
speaker is ideal for medium spaces between
20 and 40 sq m. The included stands are well
thought-out and height-adjustable, though
we recommend toeing the speaker in slightly
towards the listener.
Contact:
Burmester Audiosysteme
Tel.: +49 30/787968-0
www.burmester.de

Continuous power at 8 | 4 Ω
2x110 | 182 W
Impulse power at 4 Ω 
–W
Distortion at
50 mW | 5 W | Pmax -1dB
0.009 | 0.008 | 0.02 %
Intermodulation
50 mW | 5 W | Pmax -1dB 
0.01 | 0.004 | 0.03 %
Attenuation at 4 Ohm 63/1k/14k (Hz)
50/71/100
Signal-to-noise ratio CD at 50 mW | 5 W 88 | 103 dB
Upper cutoff frequency 
>80 kHz
CD read time
11 s
Total power consumption:
Off | Standby | Idle
0 | <2 | 38 W
LAB COMMENTS: High output power for a complete
system. Extremely low distortion and outstanding
signal-to-noise ratio. The bandwidth of 80 kHz is
very good for Class D. with
Netzphase
channel separation at 66 dB.
am Testgerät
The DAC measurements are
also excellent
EQUIPMENT

Remote control, optional iPad with Burmester-App (highly recommended). Music server
with 2 x 2 TB music storage (RAID mirrored)
on-board; 1 analog input, 2 digital inputs and
outputs, LAN/WLAN, USB, AirPlay, gapless
reproduction, audio formats FLAC/WAV/
MP3/AIFF/AAC/ALAC (m4a), stereo 16 and
24 bit, up to 192 KHz, optional upsampling to
24/96 or 24/192, internet radio, VHF, smooth
filter for low volumes, exclusive music data
base with 3.5 million albums for ripped CDs.

SOUND QUALITY

100 %

PRICE/PERFORMANCE

VERY GOOD
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and enjoyable. There’s also the option
to have the symmetric D/A converter
upsample all tracks – and other digital
sources– automatically to 24 Bit/ 96 kHz
or 24 Bit/192 kHz.
Internet radio and VHF are of course
also included, while access to HIGHRESAUDIO downloads and a Tidal account
–both extremely quality-aware music
sources – are integrated, too

Pure high-end

In terms of sound, Burmester’s Phase 3
leaves nothing to be desired. Every part
of this compact system can hold its own
against the leading components on the
planet. True, I am always skeptical of
Class D amplification, but Dieter Burmester managed to keep his promise of
making more of this topology, and his
ideas of the ideal sound also live on in
this masterpiece.
The first impressions are of very pronounced detail resolution, solidity, and
a surprisingly powerful and contoured
bass. The space opens up, takes a deep
breath, and fills with emotion and driving rhythm: this doesn’t sound like an
all-in-one system at all but simply like
pure high-end, the Phase 3 projecting
Sacred Spirit’s “Legends” onto a large
canvas and making you feel like you
can reach out and touch the individual
instruments.
Of course, in addition to the known
qualities of the network player, this is
also due to the uncompromising amplifier implementation and the exceptional
B15 speakers, whose confident sound is
more reminiscent of that of a small floorstanding speaker.
If you recall, when testing the closely-related music server 151 we complained about the lack of “AirPlay” function; the 161, as well as incorporating two
DC-coupled 100 W power amps, now has
that facility. True, there’s no sign of the
currently fashionable DSD capability, but
to these ears that omission doesn’t seem
like a big deal – too often I feel it is here
to bulk up the feature-list, rather than
being of any real everyday use.
In truth, I just can’t find anything to
complain about with Burmester’s Phase 3
– nothing at all. It may not be the subtlest
system, but it’s definitely one of the most
sophisticated, best, and most versatile anywhere. And the most beautiful.

Tom Frantzen

New DragonFlys!
€99 Black &
€199 Red

Powerful, Immersive Sound from Computers
and Mobile Devices!
Four years ago, AudioQuest shook the hi-fi world with our first DragonFly DAC–Preamp–Headphone
Amp—the rare audio product that brought more compelling sound to all music lovers, playing highres files to MP3s on perfectionist systems and modest laptops.
Now, the new DragonFly Black and DragonFly Red exceed their predecessor in every way, delivering
more beautiful music, boasting software upgradability, and providing compatibility with Android
and Apple iOS mobile devices.
While Black offers more clarity, depth and category-defining value than ever before, the take-no-prisoners Red provides even more finesse, resolution, torque and more than enough power to drive even
the most demanding headphones.
The word is out: DigitalAudioReview.net’s John Darko calls DragonFly Red and Black “the finest examples
of everyman hifi to ever grace these pages. Their value quotients explode the dial.”
Let the joyful experience begin!

